
Getting Around 

Objectives:  

Create a plan for traffic, equestrian, pedestrian and cycle movements that will : 
• Maintain, protect and enhance the public footpath network whilst preserving rural character 

and local distinctiveness. 

• Provide a strategy for traffic, pedestrian, equestrian and cycle management which is 
consistent and effective and which minimises signage clutter. 

• Provide changes to road management to influence driver behaviour and divert traffic onto 
more appropriate roads.  

• Deliver a network of well connected footpaths. 

Policy GA1  Footpath and cycle path network 

Support will be given to proposals that improve and extend the existing footpath and cycle path 
network subject to compliance with other development plan policies. The loss of existing footpaths 
and cycle paths will be resisted.  

New housing development will be expected to contribute, via developer contributions, to the 
enhancement of the footpath and cycle network within the Parish in order to: - enable safe and easy 
pedestrian access to amenities, especially the Village Store, Village Hall, Playing Field and Church. - 
provide and maintain a safe and suitable cycle path network for both commuting to work (e.g. 
Chichester) and recreational use as part of a wider network of cycle routes beyond the Parish. 

GA1.1 There is good access within the Parish to the surrounding countryside but no cycle paths. 
Improving and increasing the network of footpaths and cycle paths would encourage walking and cycling for 
both utility and leisure purposes. If this could be more safely achieved there would be health benefits as well 
as a reduction in traffic levels. 

GA1.2 Working with the local schools and the Highway Authority school travel plans will be reviewed/
developed and promoted. Safer routes to the schools will be identified as part of these plans and the 
necessary improvements or additions will be provided. 

GA1.3 Residents support proposals to seek to open more permissive paths around the Parish. The routes 
shown on Map E will be the subject of negotiations with land owners to seek to provide access for residents 
and visitors. 

Justification  : NPPF 4, 8; Obj 1 

Policy GA2  Parking in new development 

Development proposals will be supported only if they include the maximum level of off-street parking 
consistent with current standards. New development must provide its parking requirements on-site so 
as not to add to the existing congested roads, unless evidence can be presented by the applicant that 
sufficient on-street parking is available.

GA2.1  The Parish suffers from significant road traffic and parking issues.  New development must seek 
to ensure that routes are kept safe and clear to allow the unhindered movement of all vehicles. 

GA2.2  The amount and disposition of vehicle provision in new residential development has a significant 
effect on the quality and flexibility of the development. 



• Residents require safe and convenient access to their vehicles. 

• Residents must be able to see their parked vehicles from their home. 

• Placing vehicle parking and garages between houses behind the building line is desirable. 

• Where parking is located in front of houses the design of the layout and landscaping shall aim to 
minimise their visual impact through the use of screen walling, fences, hedges, shrubs and 
appropriate trees. 

• Vehicles should not be concealed in rear courtyards as this can lead to problems of crime and lack of 
personal security. 

• The internal dimensions of garages shall be a minimum of 6.3m x 2.8m and their appearance shall 
relate to the appearance of the house they serve. 

• Vehicle parking for flats shall be conveniently adjacent with the ground floor flat capable of electric 
charging from the dwelling. 

• Layouts shall include provision for visitors and delivery vehicles. 
 
Justification : NPPF 7; Obj 1 

Policy GA3 Streets and Access Ways to serve new residential development 

New residential access ways shall be designed with appropriate emphasis on all modes of transport, 
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders as well as vehicles. 

The layout of development shall be in accordance with the principles of “secure by design” and ensure 
that movement routes and informal play areas are safeguarded by “eyes on the street”. 

Streets shall be designed to provide a minimum of a single pedestrian footway and for the maximum 
design speed of 20mph. 

Low hedges, walls and fences along the heel of footways that are a traditional feature found in the 
Parish are encouraged provided that they do not contravene other objectives described above. 

GA3.1 The design of streets can help to make residents feel safe and in control of the their environment. 
Improvements in safety for users can be achieved by reductions in speed. 

GA3.2 Front boundaries are a historical feature of the Parish and are normally field flint walls of varying 
heights and details the most common of which is a flint wall about 1.2m high with a simple lime mortar top 
or a triangular or curved red brick coping (source Boxgrove Conservation Area Character Appraisal). 

Justification : NPPF 4,7; Obj 1 

Policy GA4 Promoting sustainable movement 

Any Development proposals that increase travel demand will be supported where they can 
demonstrate that: 

 • they extend or improve walking and cycling routes by making land available for those purposes or 
by means of financial contributions through legal agreements or (when adopted for the District) 
the Community Infrastructure Levy;  



 • they are located in places accessible to public and community transport or can improve the 
accessibility of the site to public and community transport by contributing to the provision of 
enhanced services.;  

 • they do not result in the loss of any existing footpaths or cycle paths.  

GA4.1 Traffic issues blight the Parish. The 30mph speed limit is often ignored and the A285 is a well 
know accident back spot. Surveys have indicated that traffic calming using subtle methods such as using 
different surface materials would be acceptable to try to influence speeds. 

GA4.2 The issues of speed and volume of traffic mainly affect The Street in Boxgrove and the A285 through 
Halnaker. The two areas come together at the Halnaker Crossing junction which could be relieved by 
diverting The Street around a  housing development on the preferred allocation (policy SA1). This creates an 
opportunity to rethink traffic management in both of these areas.  

GA4.3 The Parish council has set up a group to develop a plan for Boxgrove and Halnaker to address the 
speed of traffic issue and to suggest ways of reclaiming the Street as a village amenity rather than a highway 
thoroughfare.  

Boxgrove - The objective is to build on a combination of measures designed to reduce speeds, discourage 
through traffic and to increase driver awareness of the particular characteristics and context of Boxgrove. 
These measures will aim to change perceptions and responses of drivers to the streetscape environment. 
They will also aim to reduce highway signage and clutter and to build on the intrinsic qualities of the 
Conservation Area.
The principle of place-making at strategic locations and junctions will mean modifying some of these to give 
emphasis to certain buildings such as the shop, school, village hall and Priory and may include changing 
road surfaces, changing junction priorities and edge treatments. 
  
The village and its activities will inform the design of the highway rather than the reverse. 
  
The A285 Stane St Halnaker - The A285 through Halnaker has a 30mph speed limit. 
  
The objective is to encourage all drivers to travel at speeds at or below this limit. 
A combination of measures will be utilised to raise awareness of the linear village Conservation Area context 
amongst drivers and may include entrance gateways and apparent crossing points laid to change drivers 
expectations and thereby reduce speeds. 
  
Road treatments simulating crossings at the Public footpath crossing opposite Mill Lane, the entrance to 
Oakford Park and the Anglesey Arms car park could contribute to raising awareness and reducing speeds. 

WSCC are carrying out a study to improve the safety of the A285 from Petworth to Chichester. This will 
include the stretch in the parish. The Parish council will agree these measures in consultation with WSCC.  
  
Justification : NPPF 4,7; Obj 1 


